


Sturton le Steeple Parish Council
www.sturtonlesteepleparishcouncil.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Sturton le Steeple Parish Council
held on January 11th  2024, at 7.00 pm at The Village Hall in Sturton le Steeple


Present Councillors A. Frankish (Chair) P. Appleyard, D. Moore, A Bradley, E Byatt, 

Also Present:  Clerk & RFO: Julie Tisi, 1 member of the public

Guests:  None present

The meeting commenced at 7.00 pm

Public Forum
Resident attended the meeting to express concern over developments and prospective developments in 
the Village.    The PC acknowledged residents concerns and offered support where possible.     Resident 
was made aware of the residents group Farmland for Food who are investigating the RES Solar Farm and 
the Quarry Liaison Committee.

01.24.01	Welcome
Cllr Frankish welcomed everyone to the meeting.

01.24.02 Apologies for Absence
It was resolved to accept apologies from Cllrs Werth, Clapperton and Naish

01.24.03	Comments from the Chair
Cllr Frankish would like to wish all residents a Happy New Year.

01.24.04	Declarations of Interest 
To receive disclosures of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interests pursuant to section 31 Localism Act 2011 from councillors on matters considered at this meeting.
Cllr Bradley disclosed an interest in other Planning Matters:   Sturton Quarry and Sturton Renewables

11.24.05	Planning Matters

New Applications
None at time agenda was issued.

Applications awaiting decision 
Change of Use of Land for Caravan Storage - St Ives Gainsborough Road Sturton Le Steeple Nottinghamshire DN22 9HT Ref. No: 23/01202/COU | Received: Mon 02 Oct 2023 | Validated: Thu 12 Oct 2023 | Status: Awaiting decision

Erect Single Storey Rear Extension With First Floor Terrace Area and Convert Loft Space to Create an Additional Bedroom Coach House Cottage North Street Sturton Le Steeple Retford Nottinghamshire DN22 9HP Ref. No: 23/01180/HSE | Received: Mon 25 Sep 2023 | Validated: Thu 28 Sep 2023 | Status: Awaiting decision

Applications Complete
1 No. Bungalow with Detached Garage Land East Of Woodcote And West Of Ferndean Freemans Lane Sturton Le Steeple Nottinghamshire Ref. No: 23/01088/FUL | Received: Tue 05 Sep 2023 | Validated: Fri 08 Sep 2023 | Status: Grant

Other Planning matters 
UKAEA STEPS project update
No update
West Burton Decommissioning
No update
Cottam Power Station
Meeting to review plans to be held on the 22nd January in Rampton 
Wood Lane Solar Farm
No update
West Burton Solar Farm
Further application made last week, still awaiting any decision 
Bole Battery Storage 
No update 
Upgrade to the National Grid
Initial consultation now complete

Cottam Power Station and West Burton Solar farm to be removed from future meeting agenda although Parish Council will continue to monitor progress and update where appropriate

01.24.06 Police Report
Not yet received

01.24.07	 Reports & updates from County and District Councillors
Cllr Ogle not in attendance

Cllr Naish
Shared the following report ahead of the meeting:

ARTS AND HERITAGE GRANT, 2024
Last year, Bassetlaw received £3.4m from the Government as part of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. One of the initiatives within this is to support “local arts, cultural, heritage and creative activities”. Grant funding to do this is now available for two types of groups:
• If you are an un-constituted group, you can apply for between £500 and £1000 and should request the C&P E6 Small Grant Application Form. You will require a constituted organisation to support your application.
• If you are a constituted group, you can apply for up to £5000 and should request the C&P E6 Grant Funding Application Form.
Applications can be made up to 12pm on Tuesday 13th February. For more details, please visit: https://www.bassetlaw.gov.uk/business-advice/ukspf-bidding-and-procurement-opportunities/ukspf-bidding-arts-and-heritage-small-grant-programme/ 

BUSINESS SUPPORT SURGERY
You can also get support for your business by registering for a 1:1 business advice session whether you are pre-start, putting ideas into action or looking to expand. Appointments are available between 9am and 4pm at Middletons Yard, Worksop, on Wednesday 31 January 2024. To find out more, please contact Fiona at fiona.humpage@bassetlaw.gov.uk.

COST-OF-LIVING SUPPORT
The Bassetlaw cost-of-living support booklet is available to view online at any time. It contains information and guidance on the support available in Bassetlaw on the subjects of mental health, money and finances, energy, clothing, food and shopping, children and families, housing and domestic abuse. View the booklet online here: www.bcvs.org.uk/colbassetlaw.

FLOODING
It won’t have escaped anyone’s attention that we have had a very wet period of weather recently. With the land so saturated, further flooding remains a risk and residents are encouraged to take their own measures to protect properties wherever they can. You can find more information about how best to do that here: 
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/flooding-help-and-advice/during-a-flood 
We had a meeting with senior colleagues from the Environment Agency in December and will continue to work with them to try and accelerate schemes for Bassetlaw which, to date, have struggled to get off the ground as described in the article below: 
https://www.bassetlaw.gov.uk/media-centre/news/latest-news/council-meets-with-ea-to-discuss-bassetlaw-flood-plight/ 
I have sent a couple of videos of blocked drains to the relevant authorities, including one showing the start of early flooding on Cross Street. Residents are reminded to take photos and videos so that we can evidence issues wherever possible.

FLOODING – SPORTS FACILITIES
Sport England is offering grants up to £15,000 for flood-damaged facilities up to 31/03/2023. For more information, please visit: 
https://www.sportengland.org/news-and-inspiration/support-available-flood-damaged-facilities 

RECYCLE … AND RAISE MONEY AT THE SAME TIME
Throughout January, you can help raise money for the NSPCC Nottinghamshire Hub.  By downloading the MyNotts app and using the Recycling Checker, you will not only become a recycling star; you will also help to support an important local charity in Nottinghamshire. That’s because Veolia (Nottinghamshire County Council’s waste contractors) will donate 10p for each search on the checker for the whole of January.  
The Recycling Checker gives you the accurate and local information you need to know where and how to dispose of each part of your rubbish in Nottinghamshire and is just a tap away! For more information, please visit: 
https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/recycling-and-disposing-of-waste/check-what-you-can-recycle 

SEVERE WEATHER EMERGENCY PROVISION
Since the start of December, the Council has been offering emergency accommodation for rough sleepers so that no-one has to sleep rough on the streets during the winter months. If you encounter anybody needing this type of support, please contact the Council using the contact details on this page: https://www.bassetlaw.gov.uk/media-centre/news/news-archive/december-2023/severe-weather-emergency-provision-swep-accommodation-for-rough-sleepers/ 

SOLAR FARMS
Although the District Council will provide a detailed technical response, the large applications known as NSIPs (nationally significant infrastructure projects) are decided by the Secretary of State at the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, based on the recommendation of the Planning Inspectorate and National Policy Statements. For those who are interested, the below is a useful link which explains how planning for solar farms works: 
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CDP-2023-0168/CDP-2023-0168.pdf 
I am in touch with key local groups about the main applications but am also happy to speak to individuals if they want to get in touch.

VOLUNTEERING IN 2024
Finally, BCVS, which supports the voluntary sector in Bassetlaw, has launched a volunteer recruitment campaign called “Do More 2024”. If you want to do something positive as part of your New Year’s resolutions, please visit https://www.bcvs.org.uk/volunteer for more information.

01.24.08        Traffic Speeding / Calming Issues
The speed camera has not yet been collected a replacement has been offered 

01.24.09	Highways and Public Safety
Damage to bin and post on Spring Lane, Clerk will report to Notts CC

Heavy rain continues to wash out potholes making them more dangerous. We encourage residents to report any road issues directly with Notts CC via the website https://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/transport/roads/potholes/report-a-pothole

01.24.10	Road Closures
Restrictions on North Street, Anglian Water

01.24.11	The Lengthsman Scheme
· Area under the climbing frame still needs to be sprayed for weeds.
· A concrete slab is needed for in front of the Noticeboard, Cllr Frankish will arrange a quote
· Area in front of recycling bins is muddy and needs to be scraped back
· Willow needs to be trimmed but is currently too wet

01.24.012 Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on December 13th  2023
It was resolved that the minutes were taken as read, approved and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record of the meeting.

01.24.13 	Matters Arising – Non-Agenda items
Due to the high cost involved with the purchase of the D-Day beacon it was agreed that the PC would not purchase as funds would be better utilised elsewhere

The PC have been made aware that the current website hosts 2Commune will be discontinuing after the 31st March, following advice from NALC Clerk has now started seeking quotes for replacement, all Cllrs agreed that this need to be actioned.    First cost received is £379 initial set up and £225 hosting fees

Meeting dates for 2024/2025 need to be agreed, Clerk will add to the March agenda

01.24.14	Flooding


Community Flood Warden Scheme
No further volunteers have come forward, Cllr Moore is happy to act as sole Warden, Clerk will contact Dr Wells to arrange 


Notts CC Update
· Cllr Appleyard is still seeking a response from VIA for a potential solution to relieve the flash flooding at the bridge. Cllr Naish is also now involved in trying to get a response
· Clerk has been in contact with VIA to ask about the possibility of having a culvert put in to alleviate risk of further flooding on Low Holland, an inspector will be out to assess.
· Dyke still needs to be cleared, Clerk to contact land agent for update

01.24.15	Correspondence 
· Road surface on North Street damaged - Clerk will report to Notts CC
· Broken glass in front of bins – PC will monitor
· Resident expressed concern at the late publishing of agenda’s and minute’s on the Noticeboard, Chair acknowledged and apologised, this has been due to lack of time and the loss of a Cllr.    The Facebook page and website are updated regularly and in line with requirements.

01.24.16 Pond Dredging
After discussion it was agreed at a vote of 5 in favour that the PC will not go ahead with pond dredging, this is due to high costs involved as well as the level of insurance and required surveys that would need to be carried out in order to complete the work in accordance with regulations

01.24.17 Finance 
Monthly bank reconciliation 
It was resolved that the bank reconciliation was correct and signed accordingly.

Church Grass Cutting
PC have not been able to meet with the Church as yet, will continue to request a meeting time

Budget 2024/2025
Clerk presented draft budget, after some modifications it was resolved by all to accept the proposal, a small sum of monies will be drawn from the reserves to back up the agreed 2024/2025 precept of £20,760.     Clerk advised that with CIL monies now spent there are not the funds available for any major projects for 2024/2025

01.24.18	December payments for approval 
[image: ]


Resolved that payments are correct; BACS payments will be approved by Cllr Frankish.

01.24.19	Reports from other groups and committees 
Playpark safety report
· Cllr Bradley to arrange installation of goalpost surface
· Cllrs Bradley and Appleyard will look into recommendations made during the safety inspection
· New signs have now been agreed and will be ordered by Cllr Frankish

Update on the Reflection Garden
· Benches to be ordered
· Damage to surface of path has been reported

Quarry Liaison Committee
Cllr Appleyard alongside the Quarry Liaison Committee have a meeting arranged for the 25th January

Sturton Renewables RES Farmland for Food
· Cllr Howard updated on progress of the Residents group, there are 12 members who have split into 4 teams to work on specific areas.  
· They have agreed to focus on planning issues and the main concerns highlighted by MP’s
· A questionnaire will be issued to the Parish and surrounding Parishes by the end of February with a summary available by the end of March
· A community meeting will be held once summary is completed
· Will be setting up a facebook page and website

01.24.020 Village update
Monthly defibrillator check
Completed  

Newsletter
After discussion it was agreed by all that this would not be continued due to time constraints.    The PC will instead look at what can be done on the new website to keep residents upto date with current news

Emergency Plan
To be carried forward to February meeting

01.24.021 Village Hall Update

Book Keeping Request
In order for the Village Hall to have more transparency in their accountancy, Chair asked the PC if they would support paying the Clerk to manage book keeping, it was voted and agreed by all that the PC would pay upto £75 per month and an annual review of the situation would take place.

Land Deed Transfer
In order to facilitate the land deed transfer to the Village Hall, Chair requested that the PC consider the payment of legal fees, which is estimated to be around £2000.   It was voted and agreed by all that the PC would support this request.    Budget for 2023/2024 financial year did include £2,300 for Village Hall expenses which has not been utilised.

The meeting closed at 9.16pm.  Date of next meeting Wednesday 8th January at 7.00pm

I declare that this is an accurate account of the meeting and agree to accept the minutes as a true account.

Signed:						       Chairman Sturton le Steeple Parish Council

Date:	
Julie Tisi– Clerk, Tel. 07557 762 012 – clerk@sturtonlesteepleparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Voucher Cheque No Reason

VAT No if 

Applicable Net Total VAT Total

60BACS Holme Groundcare Churchyard £123.00 £0.00 £123.00

61BACS Holmes Groundcare Village £158.07 £0.00 £158.07

62BACS Acer Landscapes £4,510.00 £902.00 £5,412.00

63BACS Village Hall Hire £36.00 £0.00 £36.00

64BACS Jack Foster Lengthsman Nov £252.00 £0.00 £252.00

65BACS Jack Foster Lengthsman Dec £168.00 £0.00 £168.00

66BACS J Tisi December £364.61 £0.00 £364.61

67BACS HMRC Tax Nov/Dec £28.00 £0.00 £28.00

68BACS The Play Inspection Co £108.00 £21.60 £129.60

69BACS Buzzoff Pest Control £120.00 £0.00 £120.00

Total £5,867.68 £923.60 £6,791.28

Schedule of Payments - December 2023


